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RecentlY I WAs in PHoeniX for a conference where 
I crossed paths with several construction professionals from 
different parts of the industry, several of whom had ques-
tions about AISC Certification. Besides enjoying the Phoenix 
weather—decidedly better than midwinter in my hometown of 
Chicago—I also enjoyed reflecting on the interesting overlap 
in their questions. The answers to some seem self-evident to 
one group while being totally unknown to another. Each group 
is interested in different advantages and requirements of AISC 
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How Long? How Much?
These two questions came from a non-certified participant 

who was looking to begin the certification process. The time 
element is generally a function of their current QMS, because 
every fabricator or erector is different. If the applicant has a 
healthy and active QMS, then the typical timeframe will be 
anywhere from 6 to 10 weeks, depending on the number of ap-
plicants and ability of scheduling the onsite audit.

A resource that visually oriented readers may find useful is 
the Certification Process Outline/Flowchart available on the 
AISC Certification website at 
www.aisc.org/certprocess. 
This identifies in a clear 
and effective graphical 
presentation all the aspects 
of certification and their 


