


Steel Interchange 

ping. 
There is one potential problem with the mechani

ca l process. The zinc coating may chip or flake off. 
Small chips in the coating a re usually not a problem 
because the surround ing zinc protects the exposed 
area. Excessive chipping or flaking indicates that the 
parts were not properly cleaned or the process was 
not performed properly. Another potential problem 
with the mechanical process is part size. Typically 
long threaded rods or very heavy pieces are difficult 
to galvanize with the mechanical process. 

Mechanical galvanizing and hot-dip galvanizing 
are both appropriate methods for depositing a protec
tive layer of zinc on bolts and other sma ll hardware 
items. Cost and availabili ty is usually the determin
ing factor when deciding what process to use. Part 
size, shape and quantity are other important consid
erations when specifying galvanized hardware. 
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Can one weld to an existing structure? How does 
one determine if the steel is weldable? 

M y answer to this question would be, "Yes, in 
most instances." Structure, however, is cture, 
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