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5 TEE L NTERC H A N G E 

Steel Int erchange 18 an open forum for Modern Steel 
Construction readers to exchange useful and practical profes­
sional ideas Rnd information on all phases of steel building and 
bridge construction. Opinions and suggestions are welcome on 
any subject covered In this magazme. If you have a question or 
problem that your fellow readers might help you to solve, please 
forward it to Modern Steel COflstruction. At the same time, feel 
free to respond to any of the questions that you have read here. 
Please send them to: 

Steel Interchange 
Modern Steel Construction 

One East Wacker Dr., Suite 3100 
Chicago, IL 60601·2001 

The following responses from previous Steel 
Interchange columns have been received: 

Give n a w all of sh eet m etal or plate s ub­
j ected to fluid pressure and stiffen ed by sam e 
size parallel mem ber s sp aced r egularly, w hat 
section (or wid t h ) of t h e wall s h a ll be used 
that contributes to the section of a stiffen er? 
The stiffening me mbe r may be a flat bar, an 
angle, a channel (see figure ) or any other sec­
tion. 

The effective width of the plate to be used in 
computing design properties (i.e. moment of 

inertia and section modulus, etc. ) Of the section 
may be determined based on the limiting width­
thickness ratio for compression elements formula: 
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