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  The good news, however, is that the seminar is currently 
available as an online seminar. visit www.aisc.org/seminars and 
click on Online Seminars on the left side of the screen.

Sergio Zoruba, Ph.D., P.E.

Non-Seismic Braced Frame
I am designing a 12-story concentrically braced steel frame 
building. The Seismic Design Category is C. I’m taking 
R = 3, so the AISC Seismic Provisions are not applicable. 
What’s more economical: HSS field-welded braces or W-
shape field-bolted braces? 

The more economical choice will probably depend on the project 
conditions, and the best approach is to discuss it with a steel fab-
ricator and steel erector. They can help you find the right balance 
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steel interchange

Steel Interchange is a forum to exchange useful and practical 
professional ideas and information on all phases of steel building and 
bridge construction. Opinions and suggestions are welcome on any 
subject covered in this magazine.

The opinions expressed in Steel Interchange do not necessarily 
represent an official position of the American Institute of Steel 
Construction, Inc. and have not been reviewed. It is recognized 
that the design of structures is within the scope and expertise of a 
competent licensed structural engineer, architect or other licensed 
professional for the application of principles to a particular structure.

If you have a question or problem that your fellow readers might 
help you solve, please forward it to us. At the same time, feel free 
to respond to any of the questions that you have read here. Contact 
Steel Interchange via AISC’s Steel Solutions Center:

One East Wacker Dr., Suite 700
Chicago, IL 60601
tel: 866.ASK.AISC • fax: 312.670.9032
solutions@aisc.org


