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If you’ve ever asked yourself “why?” about something related to structural steel design or construction, Modern 
Steel Construction’s monthly Steel Interchange column is for you! Send your questions or comments to solutions@aisc.org.

steel interchange

Historic Lattice Columns
We are examining an existing building constructed circa 
1919. The columns in the building consist of double-angle 
flanges with lattice steel webs. We are trying to determine 
allowable loading for the column, but have been unable 
to find any documented information. Any help would be 
appreciated.

I am not sure what type of documented information you are look-
ing for. You may be able to find discussions in old textbooks, but I 
don’t think that you will find capacity tables. The design of such 
compression members usually started with the calculation of the 
basic section properties and determination of the unit compres-
sive stress. The elements also had to be joined together to act as a 
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steel interchange

Steel Interchange is a forum to exchange useful and practical 
professional ideas and information on all phases of steel building and 
bridge construction. Opinions and suggestions are welcome on any 
subject covered in this magazine.

The opinions expressed in Steel Interchange do not necessarily 
represent an official position of the American Institute of Steel 
Construction, Inc. and have not been reviewed. It is recognized 
that the design of structures is within the scope and expertise of a 
competent licensed structural engineer, architect or other licensed 
professional for the application of principles to a particular structure.

If you have a question or problem that your fellow readers might 
help you solve, please forward it to us. At the same time, feel free 
to respond to any of the questions that you have read here. Contact 
Steel Interchange via AISC’s Steel Solutions Center:

One East Wacker Dr., Suite 700
Chicago, IL 60601
tel: 866.ASK.AISC • fax: 312.803.4709
solutions@aisc.org


