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Definition of K-Area
Is the k-area the same as the k-dimension published for 
W-shapes in Table 1-1 of the AISC Steel Construction 
Manual?
	
No. The k-dimension and the k-area denote different parts 
of the cross-section. The “k-area” is located adjacent to the 
“k-dimension.”

A discussion of this topic can be found in the Commentary 


