
connections; 2) The SER provides adequate information so 
that the steel detailer need only select and detail the con-
nections; and 3) The SER delegates connection design to 
another engineer employed or retained by the fabricator.

The third option is completely new to the Code and 
was discussed by Charles J. Carter, S.E., P.E., Ph.D., in the 
article “Connection Design Responsibility: Is the Debate 
Over?” (May 2009 MSC, available at www.modernsteel.
com/backissues). This article provides guidance on apply-
ing each of the three connection design options in practice, 
including what to include in your design drawings and 
speci�cations and the contract documents (or CDs).

Drawing Requirements for All Options 
The following items are required in the CDs for all 

three design alternatives:
• Size, section, material grade, and location of all mem-

bers (Code
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Option 

2
Connection Design Option 2–                 
The Steel Detailer Completes              
the Connections
Overview

For Option 2 under Section 3.1.2 of the 
2010 Code, the connection is designated 
to be selected or completed by an expe-
rienced steel detailer; in other words, the 
SER provides the schematics and the steel 
detailer completes the details. This option 
also has pros and cons. The SER’s effort is 
reduced to referencing or creating tabular 
information speci�c to the project that a 
steel detailer can use to select the specif-
ics of each connection so designated in the 
project. The experienced steel detailer is 
skilled at optimizing the finer details like 
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Option 

3
Connection Design Option 3–                                                   
SER Delegates Connection Design to the Fabricator


