
#6*-%*/(��Poor curtain wall fi t-up, par-APoor curtain wall fi t-up, par-A
tition wall problems, fi nished fl oor eleva-
tion unevenness, and door and opening 

installation problems can all be the end 
result of misunderstanding or neglect of 
structural steel tolerances. Engineers most 
often encounter steel tolerances when 
addressing the interface of the steel frame 
with another material or system. Problems 
in these areas are not only time-consum-
ing and expensive to fi x, but also they can 

taint the owner’s, architect’s, developer’s, or 
general contractor’s view of the project’s 
success—even if the steel frame performs 
exactly as designed.  

Providing adjustable details at system 
interfaces is the most straightforward solu-
tion to accommodate system tolerances. 





by understanding tolerances correctly 
and communicating expectations clearly. 
Working closely with the fabricator, erec-




