


current A992-01 covers rolled steel,
structural shapes for use in building
framing, bridges, or for general struc-
tural purposes,” Engestrom said.
ASTM A992-01 was expanded in scope
to cover rolled structural steel shapes
such as M, S, HP, channels and angles.
However, a recent AISC survey veri-

fied that rolling mills do not plan to ex-
pand production of ASTM A992 be-
yond wide-flange shapes. Therefore,
ASTM A36 is still the preferred mate-
rial specification for M, S, HP, C, MC
and L shapes, as is noted in the 3rd edi-
tion LRFD Manual, Tables 2-1 through
2-4. More specific information on the

availability of structural steel shapes,
as well as rolling mill contact informa-
tion, is available on the web at
www.aisc.org/shapeavailability.

A992 TODAY
ASTM A992 is referenced as an ac-

ceptable material in 1999 AISC LRFD
Specification in section A3. Also, AISC
has issued Supplement No. 1 for the
1989 ASD Specification to ASTM A992
material. Both the 1999 LRFD Specifi-
cation and ASD Supplement No. 1 can
be downloaded free at www.aisc.org.
ASTM A992 steel is here to stay—it’s
the material standard for strength,
weldability and availability for wide-
flange shapes.★
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What about “groups”?
Wide-flange shapes have historically been classified into “groups”

based on web thicknesses, because tension specimens were taken
from the webs. However, the committees governing both ASTM A6 (for
shapes) and ASTM A992 (for material) are discussing eliminating the
“group” classifications for wide-flange shapes. Why? 

In ASTM A6-02, the location from which structural shape tension
tests were taken was moved from the web to the flange for most of the
wide-flange sections in use. This was done because engineers design
for flexure using the extreme fiber stress, and the thicker flanges usu-
ally have a lower yield stress than the thinner webs. Taking the tensile
specimens from the flange is more conservative and obtains a more di-
rect measure of the property (yield point/strength) that engineers need
for design. In the meantime, the “groups” table remains in ASTM A6-02
as a vestige of the old web-sampling provisions.
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