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Your connection to
ideas + answers

WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY DEFINES ACOUSTICS AS THE 
SCIENTIFIC STUDY DEALING WITH THE PRODUCTION, 
CONTROL, TRANSMISSION, RECEPTION, AND EFFECTS 
OF SOUND. 0CWJPVTMZ
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NFBTVSFE
�IPX�TUSVDUVSBM�BTTFNCMJFT�BSF�SBUFE
�BOE�IPX�EJGGFSFOU�
TUSVDUVSBM�TZTUFNT�DPNQBSF�

How loud is loud?
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Source Level (dB)
Threshold of Hearing (TOH) 0 

Pin Dropping 10
Whisper 20

Quiet Conversation 40
Normal Conversation 60

Street Traffic 70
Vacuum Cleaner 80

Fire Cracker 100
Front Rows of Rock Concert 110

Threshold of Pain 130
Air Raid Siren 140

Instant Perforation of Eardrum 160
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Putting it all Together
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