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Structural fuses help increase the predictability of a 
building’s behavior—and dissipate seismic energy$偒





MOMENT FRAMES
Fuse: Flexural yielding of beams near ends.  Panel Zones may have yielding in SMF.

Special Moment Frames (SMF) 
 Connections must meet specific strength and rotation criteria, and conformance is 
demonstrated using either the prequalification process of Appendix P or testing per 
Appendix S.

 The beams have flange bracing requirements and width-to-thickness ratio limits more 
restrictive than the AISC 4QFDJàDBUJPO�GPS�4USVDUVSBM�4UFFM�#VJMEJOHT.

 Columns are proportioned to preclude hinging in the column (the so-called “strong-


