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tion J3.1, which states, “Use of high-strength bolts shall con-
form to the provisions of the Specification for Structural Joints 
Using High-Strength Bolts…except as otherwise provided in this 
Specification.” It should be noted that the Bolt Spec is adopted 
except as otherwise noted in the Specification. Though there is 
an attempt to keep the Specification and the Bolt Spec in synch, 
discrepancies sometimes creep in. In such cases the AISC Speci-
fication provisions govern when the IBC applies. 

It is worth noting that the Specification also adopts AWS D1.1 in 
a similar fashion through the J2 statement “All provisions of AWS 
D1.1/D1.1M apply under this Specification, with the exception that 
the provisions of the listed AISC Specification Sections apply under 
this Specification in lieu of the cited AWS provisions.” 

➤ The Code. The AISC Code of Standard Practice for Steel Build-
ings and Bridges is prepared by the AISC Committee on the Code 
of Standard Practice. The membership of the AISC Code Commit-
tee is balanced by interest but to date, the process has not involved 
ANSI accreditation. This is expected to change in the 2016 version, 
which is planned to be ANSI accredited.

The AISC Code does not address design but rather the most 
efficient approach to buying and selling fabricated structural 
steel. As stated in its scope, “In the absence of specific instruc-
tions to the contrary in the contract documents, the trade prac-
tices that are defined in this Code shall govern the fabrication and 
erection of structural steel.” As the AISC Code generally will set 
the contractual requirements, engineers and contractors should 
make themselves familiar with its provisions. It is amazing how 
often disputes arise over issues that are clearly anticipated and 
addressed by the AISC Code. A lot of problems can be avoided 
simply by adhering to its provisions and writing specific require-
ments in the contract documents when an alternative approach 
is needed for a specific project.

➤ What about Seismic? Both the Manual and the Specifica-
tion make reference to the ANSI/AISC 341-10, the AISC Seis-
mic Provisions for Structural Steel Buildings and provide guidance 
as to its application. Like the Specification, the Seismic Provisions 
is approved by the AISC Committee on Specifications through 


